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PROJECT:

SIZE: The first phase of the project covers 20,950 square feet and features 754 solar panels, generating 400 kW AC.
When completed, the entire system will cover 63,350 square feet, generating 960 kW AC.

BACKGROUND: With this investment, the distillery says it is further solidifying its commmitment to renewable energy,
harnessing solar power across more than an acre of space, while continuing fo produce high-quality spirits. The

$2 million project was supported by a Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) Grant, a federal initiative aimed at
helping rural small businesses transition to renewable energy sources, reduce energy costs, and enhance American
energy independence. Castle & Key's ground mount solar energy system is installed at the distillery's Versailles Ware-
house in Woodford County, Kentucky, and is designed to provide a substantial portion of the disfillery's energy needs.
Phase 2 of the solar project is expected to begin this spring. With its stunning site dating back to 1887, the distillery is
known both as the birthplace of bourbon hospitality and for the high-quality Kentucky spirits made there today.
BENEFITS: This solar energy initiative by Castle & Key reduces the distillery’s carbon footprint, lowers energy costs, and
reinforces the company’s commitment to responsible innovation. The company is using 25 percent of the fotal solar
production capacity. The remaining excess power is sold back fo Kentucky Ufilities as a green power source for the
community to power homes, businesses and facilities. On average, this will equate to 270 to 350 homes in the commu-
nity based on average power usage.

PROJECT:

SIZE: The 3.5 MW, 6,620-panel facility is expected to generate 4.2 million kilowatt-hours of solar energy annually.
BACKGROUND: The solar project complements a wind power plant at Diavik, which has been operating since 2012
and is the largest wind power installation in Canada’s North, having generated over 195 million kilowatt-hours of
electricity since activation. Constfruction of the solar project began in February 2024, contracted to Whitehorse-based
Solvest Inc. and the Indigenous-owned Tlicho Investment Corporation, with support from Diavik. Approximately 30 per-
cent of the construction workforce came from the Tlicho Investment Corporation

BENEFITS: The solar power plant will provide up to 25 percent of Diavik's electricity. The facility is equipped with bi-facial
panels which not only generate energy from direct sunlight, but also from the light that reflects off the snow that cov-
ers Diavik for most of the year. It will reduce diesel consumption at Diavik by one million litres per year and cut green-
house gas (GHG) emissions by 2,900 fonnes of CO2 equivalent. This is comparable to removing 630 cars from the road
each year.

PROJECT:

SIZE: Located in Dawsonville, Georgia, the AMP campus is adding solar power through an array of 747 panels, gener-
ating 480 watts per panel, for a fotal of 358 kW. That's enough energy to power nearly 300 homes.

BACKGROUND: This investment follows AMP's work on sustainability with the recent addition of EV chargers: 10 Level 3
DC Superchargers, and 8 Level 2. Coupled with all-LED lighting, ifs solar powered CCTV/Signs, on site water/wastewa-
ter treatment, and efficient fixtures, all show AMP’s commitment to making a positive environmental impact.

BENEFITS: The AMP solar installation powers about 60 percent of the campus’s daily operational needs with renewable
energy. It is connected fo five buildings including the karting facilities and the park’s newly constructed, member-
exclusive Sky Deck. With the help of consultants at Hannah Solar, the project was able to recoup 50 percent of its total
costs using a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Energy for America Program Renewable Energy Systems,

or REAP, Grant. The solar energy configuration was supplied by Hannah Solar, an Atlanta-based solar installation and
maintenance firm. Hannah Solar acquired panels for AMP that were manufactured locally by Hanwha Q. Cells at
their Dalton, Georgia fabrication plant. The array also makes use of SolarEdge inverters, in addition fo racking hard-
ware by Ironridge and Panelclaw.
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that has been in my family for 75 years. We're proud of it
and it's a legacy I'd like to pass down to my children, just
like my father did for me.

But in today’s economy, keeping the farm isn't easy.
Costs keep rising, and each season brings a new set of
challenges.

About four years ago, | entered into an option
agreement with a solar energy developer. To my family,
solar power represented a chance at stability and a new
way to support the farm. It would allow us to preserve our
land, create reliable income and keep our farm alive for
the next generation.

The project would have provided 150 megawatts of
clean energy to the community, while also generating
$3.25 million for Augusta County—funds that could go
to schools, roads and emergency services. But the county
commission chose to terminate the project.

When people think of solar projects, | understand that
some might have concerns about using farmland. But
here's the thing: Farmers take pride in caring for the land.
Our approach to solar would have been no different.
Unlike permanent real estate developments that require
tearing up land or drastically changing its structure, solar
offers a temporary use. Once the panels are gone, the land
can return to agriculture. To us, this project wasn't about
changing our farm but about helping it last for the next
generation.

Solar also offered a financial safety net that could
help us stay in farming even during hard times. It's not a
replacement for farming—it's a way to support it. Instead
of selling off pieces of the farm or struggling to make ends
meet, we could rely on solar to keep our land intact and
operational.

On a larger scale, Virginia's energy needs are only
growing. Demand is expected to more than double in the
next few decades. The Virginia Clean Economy Act calls for
more renewable energy sources to meet that demand, but
those sources need space. If we don’t add solar, today’s
lowest cost form of energy, we'll end up relying on less
sustainable options, which could impact our land, air,
water and energy prices.

These secondary impacts of relying on less sustainable

energy ultimately make it harder, costlier and riskier for
farmers to farm. Solar allows us to meet our state’s energy
goals while keeping our agricultural heritage alive.

There's also a significant economic impact for
communities like ours. Augusta County could have used
the $3.25 million in tax revenue from our solar project to
fund our schools, roads and emergency services.

Unlike other developments, solar doesn’t require
massive changes to infrastructure. It's a low-impact
addition that could bring in much-needed funds for local
programs. For us, solar wasn't just an economic decision
for the farm but a way to support our community as well.

Virginia has always respected landowner rights,
allowing people to choose how to manage their land in
ways that work best for them. When the county blocked
our project, it took that choice away from us. We weren't
asking for special treatment; we just wanted to use our
land in a way that made sense for our family, our farm’s
future, and our community. Solar is a choice that allows us
to keep farming and keep contributing to the community.

Moving forward, | hope our state will find a more
balanced approach to solar siting. There has to be a way
to include local voices and address concerns without
shutting down opportunities for local farmers. We need
policies that allow farms like ours to survive in today's
economy, even as we help meet Virginia's energy needs.
We need support, not additional barriers.

For my family and for many others in Virginia, solar
could be the key to keeping our farms alive. It's a chance
to hold onto our land, preserve it and leave it better for
the future. For Augusta County and for Virginia, | hope we
can find a way to make solar a real option for farmers. It's
a choice we should have the right to make.

Donna Miller is a multi-generational farmer based in Augusta
County, Virginia, with over 75 years of family-operated
experience. This column was originally published in the Virginia
Mercury (ww.virginiamercury.com).
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